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dependency, and he studied them with that
sympathetic earnestness which is the gift
of great sovereigns.
From Bombay the Royal party went north-
ward to pay some visits to Indian courts.
The first reception was fixed for Indore, and
here awaited the representatives of Central
India. The Maharaja Holkar was waiting
to receive the Prince, and after him the first
mention must be given to the Begum of
Bhopal, the only Mahomedan woman-ruler
in the world; and then amongst other rulers
came up in order the Maharajas of Rewa, of
Oreha, of Datia, of Charkhari, all decorated
with orders already bestowed upon them by
their Sovereign, and many other Maharajas
and Rajas of that part of India.
The first durbar of the Prince of Wales
was held here, and after the presentations
of the chiefs, his Royal Highness made a
speech of welcome to all present. He had
an explanation to make which was of great
importance from the point of view of etiquette.
According to ceremonial custom he ought
to have exchanged visits with the native
princes, but unfortunately time did not allow
of this, so that his visit to Indore must be
considered as one of somewhat an informal